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The MUSIC PROGRAM in The Somerset Hills School District has many facets. Students learn basic music starting in 
Kindergarten. In 3rd Grade they can begin musical instrument training.  In addition to chorus and band, students learn music 
theory, music technology and composition. 

Bedwell students line 
up their instruments 
for the day after 
morning practice.

Fourth graders are composing 
and performing theme songs 
(or leitmotifs) for their 
favorite fictional characters or 
people they know in real life.

Bernardsville Middle School 
Chorus and Orchestra preparing 
for their holiday concerts.

Small group instruction

Upcoming Concert Schedule:
December 5 -  BMS Choral 
December 7 -  BHS Choral
December 12- BMS Instrumental
December 14- BHS Instrumental
January 25 - Bedwell Concert

In the BHS Music Technology Class, 
students learn recording techniques, 
sound systems and digital recording, 
then move on to radio jingles, film 
scoring and compact disc production. 

The BHS Madrigals recorded several pieces to be 
included on the BHS Jazz Band’s Christmas CD to 
benefit Give Kids the World.



In 3rd grade this fall, 
students have been 
building electrical 
circuits which snap 
together easily using 
magnets to design 
inventions.  These 
devices are called 
littleBits, and we 
have them thanks to 
SHEF (The Somerset 
Hills Education 
F o u n d a t i o n ) !  
Students work collaboratively in groups to engage in the 
Engineering Design Process to create inventions large and 
small utilizing the basic building blocks of  electronics.  So far 
students have built thermometers, light switches, video games, 
scoreboards, light sensors, hot potato games, and are learning 
to write code with scrolling text.  Here is a link to see what 
they've been building: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D0O8HSr4GMM

 Bedwell Elementary School

Coat Drive
3rd Graders collected over 130 coats for the Coat Drive!  
The coats are given to Market Street Mission’s annual coat 
giveaway on the Morristown Green.

Preschool Happenings
Students in the AM Preschool participate in a “Wear the 
Cape” program, encouraging children to act as heroes by 
doing kind things and helping others. When a preschooler is 
caught being a hero,  he/she gets to wear the cape shirt and 
his/her photo gets hung up on our hero wall!! Our first hero 
acted so kindly by sharing a favorite toy with his friend even 
though he was not finished with it! Our second hero jumped 

in and offered to help 
clean up a spill that 
she had not even 
made!! Our students 
are learning to take 
care of  each other and 
our classroom the way 
a family takes care of  
each other and their 
home.

Last spring, the students at Bedwell were 
asked to draw a picture of  our school 
mascot, Character Ed. The response was 
overwhelming! Drawings of  Ed as an egg, 
a fledgling, a superhero, a circus star, a 
rocker, a lifeguard, and a crossing guard 

(just to mention a few) 
served as the inspiration for 
Bedwell’s new Character Ed Hall of  Fame. 
Our old, drab stairwell is now a beautiful art 
gallery. Stop in and take a look when you’re 
at Bedwell!

Character EdBedwell teachers are hard 
at work implementing 
new science standards!  
With the help of supervisor 
Grant Kolmer, teachers 
spent the summer months 
preparing and learning 
new curriculum aligned 
with the Next Generation 
Science Standards (NGSS).  

Students are engaged in hands-on, 
inquiry-based learning investigations 
that explore the four domains of science: 
Physical Science, Life Science, Earth and 
Space Science, and Engineering Design.

New Science Standards

Bedwell Garden
The bounty from the Bedwell 
School Garden  has been quite 
exciting for the students. 
Everything picked by the 
children goes to the cafeteria 
where the Food Service 
Department uses it in their 
lunch program. 

Engineering at Bedwell



Bernardsville Middle School

Making BMS Proud 
These BMS students were 
recently chosen by their 
teachers as models of  
responsibility.  Letters were 
sent home, certificates were 
shared, and a yummy pizza 
lunch was enjoyed by all.  If  
you wish you had seen this 
picture the day it was taken, 
why not follow Bernardsville 
Middle School on Twitter @
BernardsvilleMS?

White Out Day
To recognize the importance of  fostering a positive school 
climate, New Jersey public school districts designate the 
first week in October as Week of  Respect.  In recognition, 
Bernardsville Middle School’s guidance department invited 
students and staff  alike to wear white to demonstrate our 
collective commitment to “whiting out” hate and intolerance.

Cross Country Team
This year 5th graders were invited to join BMS’ 2017-2018 
Cross Country Team.  Under the tutelage of  Coaches DeAngelo, 
DeSimone and Porter, 34 boys and girls in 5th, 6th, 7th and 
8th grades ran their hearts out in pursuit of  personal bests.  
Congratulations to all 89 of  our students who participated in 
soccer, field hockey and cross country this fall.

DARE

On August 16 a fortunate few were invited to attend a Somerset 
Patriots game in recognition of  their outstanding DARE 
essays.  Special thanks to Officer Chertoff   for taking the time 
to generously invite students, parents, his fellow officers, and 
building administration to a great game.

FDU Children’s Theater
Thanks to the generosity of  BMS’ HSA,  7th and 8th grade 
students were treated to a production by Fairleigh Dickinson 
University students entitled Possiblities.  Technology is terrific, 
but is there anything that compares to live theater?   

Earth Systems
8th grade science students at 
BMS are busy studying Earth 
Systems.  As part of  a recent 
unit focusing on relationships 
among the earth, the moon, 
and the sun, students 
investigated the physical 
reasons behind different phases 
of  the moon.

Halloween
These bananas were among a 
large group of  students in 7th and 
8th grade who enjoyed themselves 
at the Student Council’s 
Halloween Dance. 



Bernards High School

Assurance of Rights
No student, employee, or other person shall, on the grounds of race, creed, color, national origin, ancestry, age, marital status, affectional or sexual orientation, gender, religion, disability, or socioeconomic 
status be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefit of, or otherwise be subject to discrimination under any Somerset Hills School District program, employment practice, or activity.  The district will 
strive to identify and address all forms of prejudice and discrimination in all district school programs, practices, curricula, instructional materials and assessments. In addition, the school district will provide 
equitable treatment for pregnant and married students, and will prohibit or eliminate all types of harassment. NJAC 6A:7-1.7; Booker v. Plainfield, 461 NJ, 1965; Title VII, Civil Rights Act of 1964; Section 504, 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973; N.J.S.A. 10:5, Title IX

Eagle Scout Project
Senior Dane Oberschmidt 
made these tables and benches 
for BHS constructed from a 
reclained Red Oak tree that 
was lost during Super Storm 
Sandy.  Thanks to Dane 
for making his Eagle Scout 
Project part of  BHS. 

Awards

Broadway Actors hold master class for 
theater students
Matt DeAngelis (Waitress, Once, Hair) and Christine Dwyer 
(Wicked, Finding Neverland) helped BHS students improve 
their musical theater skills as they worked with them on 
performing songs from Broadway musicals.  This is the first of  
our guest artist series for the year.  

Girls Field Hockey - Conference Division 
Champions, County Champions   

Boys Cross Country-  Conference 
Champions

Marching Mountaineers- 
Several First Place 
Awards, and Second 
Place in the New York 
City Columbus Day 
Parade for HS Marching 
Bands

The first week of  
November was 
National French 
week. BHS French 
students participated 
in different ways-
French II created 
French menus for 
the cafeteria (which 
delighted our students 
with French foods), 
French III gave 
interpretations of  

French paintings, French IV is painting a large wallscape and 
French V is doing research and posters on French discoveries and 
innovations.

National French Week

Yearbook - Garden State Scholastic Press Association          
All NJ Platinum Award

Advisors Heather Hunkele 
and Janice O’Brien 


