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New Bernards High School Media Center Opens

Spotlight On...

The new Media 
Center, built in the 
space of the old 
auditorium, will allow 
students and staff 
the opportunity for 
small group sessions 
and research with 
advanced technology. 

BHS  Principal, Scott Neigel, commented, “I am so pleased with how the media 
center turned out.  Our vision for a space for students to study, collaborate, and relax 
has come to life in this wonderful new area. I am excited to see BHS students enjoy 
the media center for many years to come.” 

Bedwell third grade teacher, 
Darcey Brooten, has spent 
her last few summers 
abroad in a teaching 
program that has had a big 
impact on her classroom. 
“Returning home to my 
classroom after my trips 
to Asia and Africa, I felt 
invigorated and inspired to 
share what I had learned with my students. What 
really changed was my desire to consciously 
and purposefully create a global classroom.”

As a result of her experiences, Darcey was selected to present a one-hour 
workshop titled “Creating a Global Classroom” at the New Jersey Council 
for Social Studies on May 10th. In addition, she was selected as a Teacher 
Fellow for Transatlantic Outreach Program’s professional development 
study tour.  She will be going to Germany for two weeks this summer with 
Social Studies and STEM educators from across the USA and Canada.

Upcoming Events:
April 21  BHS Battle of the Bands
April 22  BES Family Fun Day
April 25  BHS Pops Night
April 26  BOE Meeting-Budget 
April 29  Electronics Recycling
April 29  BHS Crimson Cafe
May 5    Intergenerational Prom
May 10   BOE Meeting
May 18   BES Spring Concert
May 20   8th Grade Car Wash
May 23   BMS Band Concert
May 25   BHS Instrumental Concert

Darcey wrote an article for the NJEA 
Review detailing her events. To view 
the article, go to https://www.njea.org/
review/feature/international-travel-
fosters-global-perspective-classroom/
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For the third consecutive year, Melinda Jennis, founder 
of Pathways for Exceptional Children, came to Bedwell to 
train all third graders as “Include ME” mentors. Pathways 
is known for its “children teaching children” model, which 
teaches kids how to work with and include children with 
special needs.  Mrs. Jennis spent an hour and a half with 
each Bedwell third grade class explaining, demonstrating, 
and allowing students to experience what it’s like to 
perform simple, everyday tasks the way an individual 

with a disability 
does. She left 
the third graders 
with the challenge 
to discover what 
people with special 
needs “can do”, not 
what they “can’t 
do”, by questioning 
old paradigms and 
redefining success. 

In Mrs. Leonard’s 
Enrichment Class, a 
4th grade student 
interviewed a BHS 
student about the 
physics of roller 
coasters. Other students 
have also interviewed 
parents or community 
members who are 

experts in their field. One student who is researching 
architecture interviewed an architect, a student who is 
researching The Great Barrier Reef interviewed someone 
from the EPA, a student who is researching the effects 
of natural disasters on children interviewed our school 
counselor about art therapy. 

K i n d e r g a r t e n 
students had an 
opportunity to  
apply map skills 
while learning 
about folktales 

and cultural diversity as they “traveled” 
to different places around the world. 
In one class, students visited centers 

that included authentic cultural experiences from 
Japan. Students played Otedama, which is a traditional 
Japanese game played with beanbags made from scraps 
of kimonos. They tried their skill at using chopsticks 
and watched Japanese folktales on Chromebooks. 
Students also compared American dollars to Japanese 
yen and traced Japanese characters using iPads.

The Wellness Support 
Team at Bedwel l 
(Emily Pike- counselor, 
Karen Ayres- social 
worker, Meredith Panik- 
psychologist and Anne 
Berardi-nurse) run the 
BedWell Health and 
Fitness Program. This 
lunch/recess group of 
18 interested, randomly 
picked 3rd graders meet 
weekly for 2 months and 
discuss nutrition and 
fitness. The nutrition 
portion of the program 
culminates in a scavenger hunt with the Team and the 
Shoprite dietitian. Students work in cooperative groups 
and read package labels and nutritional information.

 Bedwell Elementary School BedWell Nutrition, Wellness and Fitness

Enrichment

Community Service

On Saturday, January 
28th, Bedwell staff 
and family members 
volunteered and sorted 
nonperishable donations 
at the Community 
FoodBank in Hillside, NJ.  
The Community FoodBank 
serves Somerset, Morris, 
Middlesex, Union, Essex, 
Passaic, Bergen, and 
Hudson Counties.

Include Me

Students in all schools 
participated in Read 
Across America day 
on March 2. Students 
from the Middle School 
and High School visited 
Bedwell to read during 
classes. Students and 
teachers also dressed 
up like their favorite 
book characters. Read 
Across America is 

sponsored by the National Education  Association in honor 
of Dr. Seuss’ birthday.

Read Across America



Bernardsville Middle School

BMS’ Art Club provides students with an after school 
opportunity to explore their creativity and art skills. Students 
are exposed to various mediums in projects ranging from 
crafty fun to serious work.  Art Club meets 16 times over the 
course of the year and is open to all BMS students. 

Special thanks to BMS’ 
HSA for their hard work 
organizing February’s 
6th and 7th grade Neon 
Party.  From the looks 
of this photo booth 
souvenir, the party was a 
good time for all.

In honor of Random Acts of 
Kindness Week, BMS celebrates 
7th grader Tommy Moudry, 
founder of our first Kindness 
Club. Advised by Mrs. Megan 
Mongno, Tommy and his peers 
collaborated with a Bedwell 
parent and staff member to 
create a calendar that reminds 
us daily of the simple power 
of kindness.  BMS is so proud 
of Tommy and his mission.

Tommy’s poster says: “One drop of kindness... equals  an  
ocean  of  hope.“

Neon Party

Art Club

Local members of the VFW visited BMS in early February 
to recognize 3 students for their winning entries in 
the Veterans of Foreign Wars’ Patriot’s Pen essay 
contest. Anna Gunning, Nate Schmerler, and Bridget 
Lim impressed the judges with their patriotic entries 
for this year’s theme, “The America I Believe In.” 

Patriot’s Pen

One Drop of Kindness...

Thanks to the generosity of 
SHEF, the fence at the far 
end of BMS will be a whole 
lot prettier in the days ahead.  
Step one of our community art 
project … choosing a design. 
Enter Ava Mastronardi, the 
girl with the winning vision.  
Ava’s mural concept will 
become reality before the 
end of this school year, along 
with the help of fellow BMS 
artists and a willing Bedwell 
staffer with mural experience. When it’s finally 
realized this creation will truly be a collective creation.

Community Art Project

The founder of More Than Me, a group dedicated to 
promoting the value of education for the children of 
Liberia, Katie Meyler, was recognized as one of TIME 
Magazine’s 2014 Persons of the Year.  So when Katie 
spoke to current BMS students about the transformative 
power of education, the fact that she was a 1996 BMS 
graduate only added to the power of her message.  
Katie’s warmth and generosity of spirit was an inspiration 
for all who were lucky enough to be in attendance, 
and BMS celebrates her humanitarian efforts.

More Than Me



Congratulations

Bernards High School

Assurance of Rights
No student, employee, or other person shall, on the grounds of race, creed, color, national origin, ancestry, age, marital status, affectional or sexual orientation, gender, religion, disability, or socioeconomic status be 
excluded from participation in, be denied the benefit of, or otherwise be subject to discrimination under any Somerset Hills School District program, employment practice, or activity.  The district will strive to identify and 
address all forms of prejudice and discrimination in all district school programs, practices, curricula, instructional materials and assessments. In addition, the school district will provide equitable treatment for pregnant and 
married students, and will prohibit or eliminate all types of harassment. NJAC 6A:7-1.7; Booker v. Plainfield, 461 NJ, 1965; Title VII, Civil Rights Act of 1964; Section 504, Rehabilitation Act of 1973; N.J.S.A. 10:5, Title IX

On January 26th the 
BHS Pet Therapy board, 
led by junior McKinney 
Tropea, arranged a visit 
by Creature Comfort 
Pet Therapy for the 
students of Bernards 
High School.   Almost 
200 students attended 
over the four lunch 
periods and found it a 
great way to destress 
during the busy end 

of the semester. Pictured is Senior Nick 
Novella petting a pug named Finn.  

Pet Therapy

The BHS Jazz Ensemble received a superior rating (the highest 
rating possible) at the SteelStacks High School Jazz Band Showcase. 
In addition, two members of the ensemble, Graham Brady (Tenor 
Saxophone) and Emily Kim (Piano) earned best soloist awards 
with Miss Kim receiving the coveted overall best soloist award!

Jazz Ensemble Receives Superior Rating!

The students' in Mr. Koch's 
Freshman Technology and 
Research class explored the 
world of Engineering through 
STEM related projects. As a 
culminating project to end 
the semester, the students 
planned, designed and built a 
"medieval siege machine" out of 
foam-core to launch a ping pong ball over a 24" wall and hit 
a target behind it. The team with the most points after 2 or 
3 rounds was declared the winner, and won the King's Favor.

Science Technology Engineering and Math 
(STEM) 

Both the boys and girls swim teams captured the Skyland 
Conference Raritan Divsion Championship and are State 
Sectional Champions North 2 Group C. This is the first state 
sectional championship ever in their 29 year history!  And, it is 
only the second time Bernards has even made it to the finals!

Students at Bernards High School competed in 
the Voice of Democracy contest and our local 
veterans presented to our winners: Grade 9 - 
Lauren Sugarmann, Grade 10 - Elyse Reed, Grade 
11 - Nicholas Iskra, Grade 12 - Jack Topping. 
“The Voice of Democracy” is an audio essay 
for high school students to record themselves 
giving a speech about a patriotic theme. This 
year’s theme was “My Responsibility to America”.

The Voice of Democracy

Swim Team

Swim Coach 
Ed Tsuzuki 

congratulates Ryan Van Dijk for setting BHS 100 
Breastroke record.

Offensive Coordinatior 
Dave Carmon was honored 
by the New Jersey Football 
Coaches Association as 
the Assistant Coach of the 
Year for football.

NJ Assistant Football Coach 
of the Year


