SHORT ANSWER STUDY GUIDE QUESTIONS – Beowulf

(The answer can be found in the chapter number in parenthesis)

Introduction

1. Why does the editor refer to the Beowulf epic as “essentially an aristocratic poem”? (I)

2. What were the basic virtues prized by Anglo-Saxon society? (I)

3. Account for the sharp descriptions of the scenes in Beowulf. (I)

4. How is Beowulf drawn from both the pagan and the Christian traditions? (I)

Prologue - Chapter 13

1. Why does Hrothgar decide to build a mighty hall? What does he call it? Describe this hall. (1)

2. Describe what transpires in the mead hall to evoke the anger of the monster. (1)

3. What is Grendel’s lineage? Why is he described as being “born of Cain”? (1)

4. Why has Grendel been exiled? (1)

5. What happens during Grendel’s first visit to Herot? When does this occur? Describe the scene. (2)

6. How long does Grendel haunt Herot? (2)

7. Why doesn’t Grendel attack Hrothgar? (2)

8. To what measures do Hrothgar and his nobles resort to rid themselves of Grendel? (2)

9. How does Beowulf react when he hears of the plight of the Danes and Hrothgar? (3)

10. How are Beowulf and his men received when they arrive on the Danish shore? (3)

11. Why does Beowulf describe himself by recounting his heritage? Why has he come? (4)

12. How does the watchman respond to Beowulf’s explanation of why they have come to the rescue of the Danes? (4)

13. Hrothgar’s herald greets Beowulf and his men. According to the herald, what distinguishes Beowulf’s visit from those of others who have come before him? (5)

14. Who is Wulfgar? What role does he play in this chapter? (5)

15. According to Wulfgar, why have Beowulf and his men come all the way from Geatland to help the Danes? (6)

16. Describe Beowulf’s boasts upon meeting Hrothgar, King of the Danes. (6)

17. What one request does Beowulf make of Hrothgar? (6)

18. If Beowulf loses the battle with Grendel, what are his instructions for after his death? (6)

19. How did Hrothgar become king? What is his past relationship to the Geats? (7)

20. What is the purpose of the feast that Hrothgar hosts in Beowulf’s honor? (7)

21. Identify Unferth. Why does he seem to be perplexed by Beowulf’s stories? How does he address Beowulf? (8)

22. Describe Unferth’s tale of the swimming competition between Brecca and Beowulf. (8)

23. What is Beowulf’s response to Unferth? (8)

24. Beowulf continues with his story, countering Unferth’s tale. How does his tale end? (9)

25. Describe Welthow. (9)

26. What is Hrothgar’s declaration to Beowulf at the end of Chapter 9? (9)
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27. Beowulf and his men move into Herot for the night while Hrothgar sleeps peacefully. What is Beowulf’s boast? (10)

28. What do Beowulf’s men think of their chances against Grendel? (10)

29. How does Grendel respond when he comes to Herot? Describe his reaction to seeing the sleeping Geats. (11)

30. What happens when Grendel reaches for Beowulf? (11)

31. Describe the struggles that ensues between Beowulf and Grendel. (11)

32. What happens when Beowulf’s men attack Grendel? Account for this outcome to their efforts. (12)

33. At the conclusion of the battle between Beowulf and Grendel, what transpires? (12)

34. On the morning following the battle, describe the reactions of Hrothgar’s people. (13)

35. Describe the lake into which Grendel vanished. (13)

36. Who is Siegmund? Why is his story recounted? (13)

Chapters 14 -25

1. Upon seeing Grendel’s bloody arm swinging high from the “gold-shining roof” of Herot,

what is Hrothgar’s proclamation? (14)

2. Describe Unferth’s reaction to seeing the arm of Grendel. (14)

3. What were Hrothgar’s gifts to Beowulf for removing the threat of Grendel to the Danes? (15)

4. What gifts does Hrothgar give to Beowulf’s men? (16)

5. How were the bodies of the dead disposed of in Anglo-Saxon times? (16)

6. Who are the two sons of Hrothgar and Welthow? Why are they permitted at the victory

feast? (17)

7. What gifts does Welthow give to Beowulf at the feast? What are her words to Beowulf

about her sons? (18)

8. Why did the Danes sleep with their armor on? (18)

9. How long had Grendel’s mother dwelt in the cold, murky subterranean lake? (19)

10. What is Grendel’s mother’s motive in coming to Herot? (19)

11. Whom does she snatch? (19)

12. What individuals had witnessed the two fiends prior to the time of the attacks on Herot? (20)

13. Describe the location of the place where Grendel lived with his mother. (20)

14. According to Beowulf, —what is the only thing that survives death? (21)

15. What do Hrothgar’s men discover on their search for Grendel’s mother? (21)

16. Describe the lake that serves as the entrance to Grendel’s mother’s lair. (21)

17. What equipment does Beowulf adorn as he goes in pursuit of Grendel’s mother? How is this different from what he wore in his battle with Grendel? (21)

18. What is the significance of the sword, Hrunting? (21)

19. Describe the encounter Beowulf has with Grendel’s mother. How effective were his

weapons? (22)
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20. How does Beowulf eventually slay Grendel’s mother? (23)

21. What does Beowulf do with the body of Grendel that he finds lying in a corner of the lair? (23)

22. What is happening on the surface with Hrothgar’s men while Beowulf is fighting under the lake? (23)

23. What happens to the “magnificent sword”? (23)

24. What does Beowulf take with him as souvenirs of his victory over Grendel’s mother? (23)

25. What “trophy” does Beowulf give to Hrothgar as a symbol of his victory over the demons? (23)

26. To what does Beowulf attribute his victory over Grendel’s mother in his audience with Hrothgar? (24)

27. Describe Hrothgar’s reaction to what is written on the hilt of the sword. What is it? (24)

28. What has Hrothgar to say of the role of pride for a leader? (25)

29. Before Beowulf and his men set sail on their return home, Unferth approaches Beowulf and offers him a gift. What is it? Explain its significance. (25)

Chapters 26-35

1. What is Beowulf’s vow to the Danes prior to his departure? (26)

2. Describe Hrothgar’s final words to Beowulf. What realization does the old king make? (26)

3. Describe Higlac’s queen. How is she received by the Geats? (27)

4. Describe Beowulf’s account of his adventures that he relates to his king, Higlac. (28)

5. Why might Ingeld and his followers be angry at seeing Beowulf’s ancestral armor and

weapons? (29)

6. Why is this chapter devoted to the re-telling of the tale of Beowulf’s victories over Grendel and his mother? (30)

7. How does Higlac reward Beowulf for his feats? (31)

8. Who is king after Higlac? How does he die? (31)

9. What large event happens fifty years into Beowulf’s reign? (31)

10. Why did the slave steal from the dragon? What was his motivations? (32)

11. How did the dragon’s tower come to have so many riches? (32)

12. Describe how the dragon discovered the riches. (32)

13. What does Beowulf think has brought on the wrath of the dragon? (33)

14. Describe the dragon’s “hidden home”. (34)

15. Why does Beowulf again recount the glory of day’s past before taking on a battle with the dragon? (34)

16. How does Beowulf feel about his upcoming battle against the dragon? (34)

17. Why does Beowulf announce that he is going to face the dragon alone? (35)

18. What do Beowulf’s men do as he is taking on the dragon? (35)
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Chapters 36-43

1. Identify: Wiglaf. (36)

2. What prior battle experience has Wiglaf experienced? (36)

3. Describe the effectiveness of Beowulf’s sword, Nagling. (36)

4. Describe how Beowulf and Wiglaf join forces to slay the dragon. (37)

5. What is Beowulf’s dying wish? (37)

6. How does Beowulf react when he sees the treasure? (38)

7. What are his funeral instructions? Why? (38)

8. After both Beowulf and the dragon are slain, how do Beowulf’s followers behave? What does Wiglaf say to them? (39)

9. According to the messenger who announces Beowulf’s death to his people, what might the Geats expect now from their enemies? (40)

10. Wiglaf decrees that all the treasure should be burned. What is his reason for this? (41)

11. What role does fate play in Beowulf’s demise, according to Wiglaf? (42)

12. What do the Geats do with the dragon’s body? (42)

13. Describe Beowulf’s funeral pyre. (43)

14. What is the role of the twelve horsemen who surround Beowulf’s monument? (43)
